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Children are often said to be the future of a country. India has the largest population of children in the world and as promising as 
that might seem, there is no denying that the state of the larger number of children across the country is wanting. Despite several 
pro-children manifestos, constitutional provisions, legislations, policies, schemes and initiatives of the government and the efforts 
of community organisations, we still have a long way to go before our children’s  right to a safe and decent standard of living is 
honoured.

It gives me much pleasure and pride to say that PRATYeK, though a late starter has covered significant milestones and carried 
many others on this journey. As the convening organization of the national ‘NINEISMINE’ campaign, much has been achieved 
in bringing issues related to children into the limelight and highlighting generic apathy towards a sizeable part of the population 
(nearly 40% of India is under 18 years) whose concerns don’t seem to matter because they do not constitute a vote bank. The big-
gest losers are children of the lower middle income families and those further down the socio economic ladder, most of whose 
innocence is snatched away from them by their circumstances. NINEISMINE  increased consciousness and galvanised ‘kids’ 
themselves as well as hundreds of fellow organisations and educational enterprises across geographical locations, physical abilities 
and faith allegiances to see the obvious and be moved to do something about it.

Though PRATYeK has achieved much since it was first registered in 2013 on the passion of a single but deeply convinced indi-
vidual with a motley group of supporters, it still has a long way to go as an organisation. It has now set its eyes firmly on the hori-
zon but suffers from several lacunae, one of which is a strong organisational body that can withstand the challenges any nascent 
non-governmental unit in this sector. PRATYeK has already defined itself by the credibility it has built in taking up genuine issues 
of concern and urgency to its primary stakeholder group - children. That would not have been possible without the unflinching 
support of some of its peer organisations as well as its selfless advisory board and zealous staff. A sincere word of appreciation to 
all those that have brought PRATYeK to the threshold it is on today.

PRATYeK’s growth is the advancement of the very cause it stands for, a movement that can succeed only if all its partners rally be-
hind each other to make children matter. Towards this noble goal let us all pledge ourselves, not counting personal scores but with 
the sole intent of letting our children, irrespective of their social or economic condition, have a full and memorable childhood.

Ralph Sequeira cfc
President 

President’s Message



“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world. Indeed,  it is the only thing that ever 
has.” – Margaret Mead

With 8 lakh children engaged in our efforts of child led advocacy,  with 3 international awards under our sleeves,  with  1, 20, 000 
young voices engaged in the drafting of the 17 UN Sustainable Development Goals (most of whom cannot read in English,  if not 
read at all),  with child - participation becoming more of a non-negotiable given, rather than a utopian aspiration,  with many more 
political parties now embracing the call to invest in education and health,  even if it only seem like a formal adoption  into their 
election manifestoes…

……well,  perhaps then,  a bit of that ‘change’ and the impact of our work is now being seen and felt. That despite the fact, that glob-
ally and nationally the trends in actual investment in social indices drops with the influence of greed-centered market economics. 
But that is true with all the work in the field of justice and advocacy – the fruits of one’s labour are not as immediate as that of its 
quick fix counterpart called ‘service’ or ‘charity’. One sees more responses to an emotional appeal for feeding or educating a child,  
than to one that seeks a platform for a child to reflect and challenge reality, in the face of deprivation of rights, including the right 
to a toilet.

……well,  perhaps then it’s time to acknowledge the hard and consistent work of all our ‘committed kidizens’,  particularly those 
with disabilities or those living in vulnerable circumstances caused by poverty and social exclusion.

Some days ago while a group of our child-advocates were returning in an auto rickshaw from a Children’s Day celebration orga-
nized by the UNICEF,  they heard on FM radio station proclaim children as,  the future of the country. Within minutes one of the 
men picked up the phone and called the radio station, challenging the inability of media houses in recognizing  them as citizen of 
today. Failing to get a response from these adults, they called up another radio station to blast the myth.

Some acknowledgement is also due to that small bunch of ardent foot-soldiers of PRATYeK - our staff members who have con-
sistently kept the flame of passion and excellence burning, in the face of numerous challenges that they faced and despite the fact 
that most did not then have the privilege of degrees on glossy paper.

While our work till now had taken us far and wide,  the next few steps of our journey are directed towards depth…… Deeper from 
the giddy heights of internationality, into the grim grass-root realities of vulnerable children. Deeper from loads of activity,  into 
result-based strategies and towards framing of sound people entered policies. Deeper from engagements, based on good-will to 
plans, based on firm financial backing and strong organizational foundations.

Our journey into the future invites you to be part of our little but promising child-led movement. I am hopeful that recording our 
dreams and success stories, we will continue to be honest to our challenges and learnings and we draw you into collaboration with 
us, towards impacting a deeper, long lasting change that Gandhi invited us to ‘Be’.

Br,  Steve Rocha. 
Executive Director.

Executive Director’s Message
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Children in India

Statistics:
Ø  40%	of	India’s	children	are	vulnerable.	(Ministry	of	Women	and	Child 

Development,	2015)

Ø  38% of children	in	India	are	stunted.	(NFHS	4,	2015-16)

Ø  28 million children	are	homeless.	This	means	that,	they	lack	proper	housing,	
nutritious	food,	proper	education	and	do	not	have	a	minimum	standard	of	living.	(UNICEF)

Ø  While 82.9% of India’s richest 20% 	receive	secondary	education,	only	
29.2%	of	India’s	poorest	20%	do	so.	

Ø  33 million	children	are	engaged	in	Child	Labour	in	India	(UNICEF)

Out	of	165 countries,	
India ranks between 85-95 on child rights 
environment in	the	country,	 
The	indicators	for	this	are	non-discrimination,	best	interest	of	the	child,	
best	available	budget	etc. 
(Kids	Rights	Index,	2017)
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OUR  LOGO

Stands for...

Logo PRATYeK is the presence of Edmund Rice International in India. The ‘e’  signifies Edmund Rice,  the 
founder of the Christian Brothers and whose vision is the inspiration of PRATYeK.  The ‘e’ also stands 
for Education, Empathy, Empowerment, Equity, for Every right, for the Earth, for Every Child-for  
Everyone. This was the vision of Edmund Rice and is also our vision for the world.
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Austrian Cultural
(2016)

Sustainability 
Award

Forum
UN Delegations 

(2015)
Special Recognition 
Award

Women’s Club
NGO excellence  
Award

Harvard US-India
Initiative (2013)

UN HQ in  
New York (2013)

 Special Recognition 
Award

ACHIEVEMENTS

 “I know NINEISMINE is a great initiative which is led by 
the young people themselves to 

make this world a better 
place and particularly 

the SDGs, which are 
the guiding force of 
future generations 
and this generation 
as well. The youth are 

taking lead in it and that 
is commendable.” (Kailash 

Satyarathi, Nobel Laureate)

 “I met young people from NINEISMINE. They are such 
wonderful people. They have done an 

opinion poll on safety for children 
in Maharashtra and have 

come out with a report 
with statistics. They are 

doing such amazing 
work and they have 
done a really good job. 
Keep up the good work. 

These children are so 
pro-active.” (Superwoman 

Lilly Singh, Vlogger)

 “I have been associated with this campaign since 2013 
when I was just 7 years old. I joined NINEISMINE to 
learn unicycling and juggling. Slowly, we were taught the 
importance of education and now I go to school every day. I 
love being here, this organization is clearly 
child-friendly. It has 
made me aware of 
my rights. My 
English has 
improved.  I 
helped stop 
a child 
marriage. 
I also like 
to see 
myself as 
a champion 
for the ‘Right 
to Toilets’ 
movement.” (Ram, 
Child Advocate)
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OUR VISION
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Mission

PRATYeK
PRATYeK, is a registered society with an emphasis on ‘Presence and ruthfulness for advocacy and training of the young in Earth-
rights and Child-rights’.  PRATYeK in Hindi means ‘every being’ and it captures the essence of realizing all rights for and ensuring 
all opportunities to every child and every member of the earth community in India, if not the world.

PRATYeK recognizes children as primary stakeholders of so-

ciety and therefore seeks to provide them with local, state, 

national and international forums towards effectively 

engaging with policies, policy makers while ensuring 

the effective implementation of the same. PRATYeK 

coordinates a larger network of child rights organi-

zations has a presence in practically every state and 

union territory of India.

Rooted in PRESENCE, we facilitate the engagement of 
children from varied communities and their caregivers 
with all centers of power, towards creating a just, inclusive,  
participatory, equitable, sustainable and mystical 
earth-community, through an education in advocacy for 
social and ecological justice. The language of rights, based 
on a deep interconnection with all of creation is the gospel 
we proclaim. Our preferential stance is beside the power-
less, the marginalized and the unheard.
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NINEISMINE:
The NINEISMINE campaign grew out of Nelson Mandela’s call to ordinary citizens to keep governments 

accountable to fulfil the MDGs. Children in India took upon themselves the task to ensure the fulfilment of 

Goals 2, 3 and 4 – all of which refer to children. Later the campaign grew to realize the exclusion issue of children 

particularly in the context of India, therefore incorporating a strong focus on the last child. 

NINEISMINE is a national advocacy campaign of, for and led 

by children. It is convened by PRATYeK and led by Wada 

Na Todo Abhiyan. It is a participatory children’s 

advocacy initiative claiming for    9% of the 

Gross Domestic Product (GDP) as 

committed to Health and Education 

as promised in the Common Minimum 

Program of 2004. The purpose of the 

campaign is to put children from across 

the country at the center of advocacy efforts; 

speaking in one voice, to enable every child to 

enjoy basic health care and quality education as their non-

negotiable right. The network has over 1000 schools and NGOs as 

partners across 23 Indian states and Union Territories  that work collectively 

towards holding the government accountable to its promise to end poverty, social exclusion and discrimination, 

towards meeting the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), the United Nations Convention 

on Child Rights and the National Policy for Children. 
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2006

2008

2010

2011

2012

2013

2016

2015

• Met the erstwhile Finance Minister Mr. Pranab 
Mukherjee towards our goal of 9% by signing our 
support pledge.

• Interactive Engagements of YASH children with 
Sachin Tendulkar and Priyanka Chopra towards 
promoting Sanitation and to address issue of anemia 
in girls respectively.

• Swacch Rahagiri with UNICEF and Manish Sisodia, 
Delhi Deputy Chief Minister and Education Minister 
in New Delhi.

• �e idea of starting an independent 
organization then called P.E.A.C.E.  (Presence 
and Empathy for Advocacy in Child Rights 
and Earth rights) was initiated

• A submission and lobbying by children during 
India’s Universal Periodic Review in Geneva 
which is hailed as the �rst of its kind in terms 
of the direct involvement of children.

• 2nd Public Day March with 2000 children 
held.

• An interaction with children and world leaders at the 
UNGA in New York.

• Organizing the involvement of 1, 20,000 children from 
across India during the UN My World Survey towards 
formulation of the Sustainable Development Goals for 
Agenda 2030.

• Won a special recognition award from the UN in New York 
(UNHQ) for My World, My Survey and THE Harvard 
US-India initiative: NGO excellence Award.

• REGISTRATION OF PRATYeK received on the 09.10.2013

• On 17th Oct 2006, the NINEISMINE campaign was 
launched.

• 4 lakh signatures from Children in support of the 
implementation of the MDGs were gathered.

• Met Scarlett Johansson and Dr. Manmohan Singh to 
sign our support pledge for the 9% GDP investment in 
children.

MILESTONES

• An interaction with children and world leaders at the 
UNGA in New York, where children managed to have 
influence on all the 17 goals as the world adopted the 
new Sustainable Development Goals
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DELHI REGISTERED OFFICE:
338, DOUBLE STOREY
NEW RAJINDER NAGAR
NEW DELHI – 110060

DELHI OPERATIONAL OFFICE:
OFFICE NO. 301
F-46, BHAGAT SINGH MARG 
NEW DELHI 110001

DELHI FIELD OFFICE:
1 ASHOK PLACE 
BHAI VIR SINGH MARG 
EDMUND RICE BASEMENT,  
ST. COLUMBA’S CAMPUS
NEW DELHI - 110001

SHILLONG OFFICE:
MIQ STUDY HOUSE 
ST. EDMUND’S COLLEGE CAMPUS 
LAITUMKHRAH
SHILLONG, MEGHALAYA – 
793003

MUMBAI OFFICE:
FIRST FLOOR 
NIRMALA NIKETAN EXTENSION CENTER 
ST. PIUS COLLEGE CAMPUS
VEERVANI ROAD – GOREGAON EAST 
MUMBAI – 400063

OUR OFFICE:
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EDUCATION 

for	Liberation
•		adJUSTed	Advocacy	+	Justice	
Based	Education

•	All	Edmund	Rice	schools
•	23	schools

EMPOWERING 

Collaboration •			Haq	Ki	Shor	and	
				Global	Goal	Keepers
•		Other	schools	and	NGOs
•		800	children	impacted

ENABLING 
Participation

•		House	of	Kidizens
•			40	partners	across	India	in	
23	states	including	Union	
Territories

•			40,000	children	impacted

ENGAGING 
Power

•		Beyond	Borders
•			Embassies,	international	

organisations and schools
•		8	lakh	children	impacted.

AREAS OF OUR WORK

Educating
For

Liberation

En�eshing
Advocacy

Empowering
Collaboration

Enabling
Participation

Engaging Power

•			YASH	(Young	Advocates	
for	Social	Harmony)

•		New	Delhi	&	Mumbai
•		120	children	impacted

ENFLESHING 

Advocacy
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So that by 2020:
We have vibrant groups of child advocates from vulnerable communities of 
our neighbourhoods that pilot our processes and resources.

•  Local government school going children, and out-of-school children are 
trained as active child-advocates.

•  These children are organized into active and meaningful children’s parliaments at 
a Junior, Senior and Youth levels.

•  This group of children is trained in various performing arts as medium to be able to lobby 
for child-rights.

•  PRATYeK connects with CJM- Ujala and other local NGOs in relation to students below class 9 level.

•  An English Training, Job Oriented Skills Program and a Computer Training Program for 16-17 year olds as well as for the 
out-of-school children. 

•  The class 8-12 of this group is provided with tuitions in English, Maths, Science and personality development.

I. ENFLESHING
   ADVOCACY (Y.A.S.H.)

Key Activites:
Ø Advocacy:-  The children capacitated by YCP take up social issues in their community and come up with ideas to tackle   
 them. Recently, they came up with a sucessful strategy to stop a case of child marriage from happening in their community,   
 and this initiative of theirs was a great success

Ø 	Teaching:- For the past 3 years under the YASH program, students from classes 8 to 10, as well as drop-outs are being tutored 
on subjects like Math, Science and English. 

Ø �Circus	Art:- YASH children are taught various art forms including circus art, which they perform in various festivals on 
themes centered around social issues.

Ø �YASH	Children’s	Parliament:-  As a part of Children’s Parliament the children hold regular sessions where in they identify a 
social problem and unanimously come to a possible solution which they forward to higher authorities in the government. 

Ø �Junior	Children’s	Parliament	and	Ujala	Partnership:- We also partnered with CJM school’s Ujala programme where they 
tutor children below class 9. We have recently initiated a programme of Junior Children’s Parliament with them.

Ø �English	 Foundation	Course:- Br Simon laid the foundation for one of the very important activities of YASH – English 
Exchange Program with St. Columba’s School. He conducted a workshop in English wherein he taught the tutors how they can 
increase the concentration power of the children through various games and creative activities. He taught them about different 
mediums to engage children in creative learning process which is quite different from the mainstream teaching method. This 
method of interaction and creative learning will help children learn faster. 

Summer Camp
For a week in May 2016, 76 YASH Children were a part of the Summer Camp arranged by Ms. Sunita Desai, Ms. Ankita Desai 
and Mr. Vedant Shavan. This camp is organized every year during their summer vacations in school. The idea behind these 
summer camps is to keep the children involved during their summer break and also to enhance their capabilities by conducting 
various creative activities like rangoli making, football training, art and craft, stick drawing. Emphasis was given to Spoken 
English Training. The summer camp culminated with a cultural program and all parents were invited for the event.
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Rahagiri 

50 YASH Children participated in Rahagiri which is an open street 
event, where individuals and groups can come together and perform 
on various themes. It is a platform to showcase one’s talents. Taking  
advantage of this platform, YASH Children performed Circus Art 
and a Flash Mob to spread awareness on Child Rights and Sustainable 
Development Goals. Mr. Andreas Ceska from Austria choreographed 
the Circus Art; performed by the children. 

Festival Celebrations: Diwali and Christmas 

To encourage the feeling of secularism, 
PRATYeK organizes the celebration of 

festivals for their YASH children and 
tries to spread smiles on their faces. 

During these festivals children 
decorate the office with decorations 

of their choice, greet each other and 
share sweets. On these occasions children 

are presented with practical utility items as 
gifts like games shoes and note books.

Story of Change:- MEENAKSHI*

Behind her smiles and talented performances lies the story of a young girl who 
suffers through a lot of psychological abuse at home. Being the only daughter 

with 3 older brothers she becomes the ‘cause’ and the scapegoat for all the family 
problems.  It is not uncommon for her mother to threaten her with taking her 

back to their village or to get her married off.

But after being with everyone at PRATYeK and performing in the Circus Art she has 
found new confidence and has begun taking active leadership roles with her peers. She 

has learnt the language of rights and has actively and convincingly related it to her own life 
situation.  She is adamant that she will not give into proposals for child marriage and aspires to 

pursue higher education.

*name changed

Learnings and Challenges: 
These in-house events were ideal moments 
for the Children’s parliaments to organise 
event for themselves. These events can now 
be included into PRATYeK’s annual calendar.
 To convince the parents that we are not only 
a tuition centre but we are an organisation 
which makes the children aware of their 
rights which is important for their growth 
and all-round personality development.

“YASH supported me for a positive change in my life and gave me an opportunity to learn and speak 
English which I could have never dreamt of and this has helped me to achieve more in life.”  Umesh	
(an	ex-campaigner)

“NINEISMINE has taught me about humanity and how to treat everyone equally. I would like to 
express it with a quote. ‘Be the reason someone smiles. Be the reason someone feels loved and believes 
in the goodness in people.’” Sharon (volunteer)

“YASH has given our children an excellent platform where they can grow and develop themselves.” 
Poonam Parent
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II. EDUCATION 
      FOR LIBERATION (adJUSTed)

So that by 2020:

All Edmund Rice (ER) ministries (including formation) and some other schools and boards in India embed justice and advocacy 
into their curriculum and systems.

•  ER stakeholders - principals, students, leadership, staff, parent, ex-pupils, the ERN, Brothers  and those in formation - imbibe 
the call to justice and advocacy.

•  All ER ministries in India have a regular and functioning justice program across all year-
levels of their system and into their annual programs and activities.

•  All ER ministries adopt the ER Human Rights Curriculum 

•  That this ER curriculum and system is promoted and adopted by some of 
the other schools and even boards.

Just Us Animators Meet held in Delhi in May 2016 was run by 
PRATYeK for the Indian Province. Each school’s Justice Animators were 
invited to draw up an Advocacy Plan for their school. Mr Vijay Kumar 
from Shanti Ashram in Coimbatore conducted the training session on 
behalf of Arigatou International, based in Geneva.

In July, The Shillong Training 2016 held in July; involved 
formal training of secondary and tertiary students and their staff, plus 
other meetings that involved understanding the self of the person.

Principals Meet, February 2017

Four formal meetings with all principals of the ERI Schools were organized 
where all Principals came on board with the idea of embedding justice in their 
curriculum. The prime organisers of the program were Br. Simon Coelho of the 
Edmund Rice Ministries office along with Br. Ralph (President of  PRATYeK) and Br. Steve, 
(Executive Director of PRATYeK). The primary inputs were given by Mr. Dinu from tGELF on the 
LEADS program. Ms. Annie Koshi from St Mary’s, Safdarjung and Sr. Mercy from Loreto Convent also shared their experiences 
in embedding justice into their curriculum. 

The major decisions taken were

•  To organise a JUST FAIR to encourage children from their schools to interact with children in the margins of the locality 
through interactive games

•  To ensure the support and appointment of Just Us Animators
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•  To ensure that staff members attend the further training sessions of  the LEADS 
program

•  That at least 2 chapters of the prescribed adjusted curriculum be 
incorporated into the school’s curriculum for the forthcoming 
academic year.

India Training with ERI Schools on Advocacy: 

The India Training 2016, run by PRATYeK and ERI supported by 
the Indian Province and ER schools in India, was held from July 
3 to Aug 16. Three members of the training team (Steve Rocha, 
Edwin D’DSouza and Moy Hitchen) travelled to Shillong, Mumbai, 
Kurseong, Bhopal, Nainital and Chandigarh. In eight of them, over 
3,100 students and 350 staff were involved in training sessions with 
this team. Two tertiary institutions (St Edmund’s College, Shillong, 
and Nirmala Niketan, Mumbai) were also visited. This 2016 training 
included an overview of the schools’ advocacy plans (developed through 
the annual training sessions with school Justice Animators),advocacy 
curriculum (K – 12, where applicable) and advocacy activities (using the 
PRATYeK Calendar).

During the training we ensured that Justice Animators (JAs) and Advocacy Core Teams 
(ACTs) were established in all schools visited. This is a major structural development for embedding justice and advocacy in 
ER schools in India. Over 2,500 students in classes 7, 8 and 9 have been introduced to the SDGs, the Rights of the Child and 
the UPR process. PRATYeK and the modus operandi have instruments (advocacy plans, indicators, and reporting routines) for 
monitoring progress in JUST US.

Some of the activities held by EREI schools:

St. Mary’s School, Dumdum: and it’s junior, middle and senior sections celebrated Mandela Day on 18th July. It an endeavour 
by SMO students to keep the dreams of Nelson Mandela alive towards building a just, fair and sustainable society for all.

St. Patrick’s High School, Asansol: had organized a cycle rally in the month of November 2016, to create awareness on health 
and sanitation. All of our neighbouring schools participated in it and made it a grand success as the whole city stopped and took 
notice. The rally ended with a street play on child abuse which really struck a chord with the crowd and turned out to be a major 
success. 
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St. Vincent’s School: opened its doors for the underprivileged children by giving free computer literacy classes. The School’s 
social justice animators headed by the social justice facilitators taught the basics of computers twice 
a week after school hours. We received an overwhelming response where in; 
approximately 40 students attended the classes. After completion of 6 months, a 
test was conducted and certificates were handed out to the achievers. We are 
planning to extend the classes and commence English courses for them 

as well.

Story of Change - Aditya

Aditya was a student of St. Columba’s School in New Delhi. 
Through the adJUSTed Program, his interaction with 
political and social scenarios in the country was initiated. He 
developed his own views about politics in India. He went 
on to challenge his family in their support of right wing 
political ideologies. He is now a strong supporter of the 
grass-root and people centered governance. He challenged 
various stereotypical manifestoes of political parties 
including the Times of India while proposing a more child 
friendly, pro-poor, child-friendly and eco-friendly alternative 
which the Times of India acknowledged in their editorials. 
Aditya also won the Edmund Rice Justice Award in 2014.  

“As it is rightly said, “There is no greater joy nor greater reward than to make a fundamental difference in someone’s life”. 
PRATYeK is an organisation that believes in this adage. I had an amazing experience of being a part of PRATYeK during my 
school days in SMO and the cause for all the workshops and activities were for the betterment of the children, I wish them the 
very best to continue their noble deed.” - Vinay Augustine, Ex-student from St. Mary’s School, Bowbazar Kolkata.

“PRATYeK has been a true mentor and a guide, 
To help us implement activities by being JUST and KIND. 
To think selflessly of the last child in need, 
To work with compassion and a heart that truly feels. 
To work in collaboration and fight for the rights, 
For the children who are LOOKED AWAY and are considered out of sight. 
So ‘ PRATYeKs’ offers a lot through its sharing’s and suggestions 
TO TAKE  STEPS IN THE RIGHTS DIRECTION... 
Mrs. Amrit Kaur, St. Joseph’s High School
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III. EMPOWERING 
       COLLABORATION
So that by 2020:

We are known as a front-runner in the promotion of vibrant networks of 
organizations and schools engaged in child-rights.

•  We have developed a network of at least 1000 actively 
engaged schools and NGOs across India; and all child-rights 
organizations and most schools in New Delhi.

•  PRATYeK attempts to build an international network of 
schools or child rights organizations towards furthering 
the cause of child-rights and advocacy for the same.

•  PRATYeK promotes and facilitates activities of the ERI 
and EREBB and other ER networks.

•  PRATYeK supports all CSO in their efforts to promote and 
protect child and earth rights and other issues in sync with its 
vision, mission and values.

•  PRATYeK creates forums for organizations to influence national 
and international mechanisms for the protection of child rights.

•  PRATYeK uses various media including formal and social media for the 
promotion of its values and child rights issues (websites and monthly mails).

•  PRATYeK provides regular material and workshops for these schools and 
organizations for the training in advocacy and justice.

•  PRATYeK provides organizations working with children with skills on 
advocacy with children and other relevant skills.

HAQ KI SHOR

PRATYeK, under the banner of NINEISMINE campaign attempts to gather 
children from varied schools and child rights organisations by providing 
them the skills and information of SDGs, varied democratic platforms and 
social issues. HAQ KI SHOR is a pun that implies both child rights and child 
participation to claim the same. These sessions are held regularly in the capital 
and on some occasions in varied centres across the country.

(Haq Ki Shor)
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Drum Out Poverty Day

This event is organized around the World Poverty Day every year and children 
from various schools of Delhi NCR participate in it. The idea behind this event 
is what the name suggests- “Drum out Poverty”. Around 1000 children who 
participated in this event were given buckets and similar instruments to drum 
on and ask the world leaders to eliminate poverty from India. This was used 
as an advocacy tool to raise their voices and reach out to the world leaders to 
change the situation of the country.  

Children had an experience in using drums as a medium of expression to 
raise their voices against the systems and also were able to gather and meet 
children from across the state and thus advocate for the same issue with one 
voice.

Child Rights Day

An event was organised by PRATYeK under the banner of NINEISMINE Campaign to 
celebrate Universal Child Rights Day. Over a thousand students from various Government 
and Private Schools of Delhi NCR were invited. Members of the UNICEF and The Austrian 
Ambassador were the Guests of Honour.

Children of YASH performed a mime on the 18 Sustainable Development Goals under the tutelage of 
Andreas Ceska. The children then performed songs highlighting the issue of Child Marriage, 
End Poverty, Climate Change and End Hunger. They also executed a performance of 
the Circus Art to advocate for child rights and sang the National Anthem in the Sign 
Language. The event culminated  by releasing two publications of the Campaign- Tell 
and Tale Signs and the Universal Periodic Review Report (UPR). 

Youth Festival- By Vishwa Yuvak Kenrda

This event was organised to celebrate the occasion of Swami Vivekanand’s birth 
anniversary. The Chief Guest for the day, Mr. Vijay Goel gave a speech on the 
life of Swami Vivekanand and how it is important for the youth to follow their 
dreams.

Swachh Mela

A Swacchh Mela was organised in collaboration with  UNICEF, the funding partner 
and with the support of Water Aid. The YASH Children of NINEISMINE took on the 
role of facilitators to conduct games on water and sanitation with the help of volunteers from 
the organisation, Shades of Happiness.  These games were developed by the UNICEF and Water 
Aid. There were number of stalls in the Mela which housed the different games. Apart from this, the 
YASH Children also performed Circus Art and Flash Mob on the same theme. This Mela saw a total of 2,800 participants from 
across Delhi NCR including 5 child rights NGOs.

Learnings and Challenges:
•  Network animators list needs to 

be updated periodically.

•  Lack of sustained relationship 
with the schools leads to less 
engagement.

•  Irregular fund flow leading to 
sporadic activities.

•  Individual change not measurable 
due to less engagement.

•  An engagement plan to be 
created and followed.

Swachh Rahagiri

This event was organised by UNICEF and Water Aid at Connaught Place where all the YASH children participated and conducted 
various games for the people. This event started at 6 in the morning yet  the children participated in the event with full enthusiasm 
and energy. Hon’rable Deputy Chief Minister of Delhi, Manish Sisodia brought about  more energy and vibrance to the event with 
his esteemed presence. 

Converge

This event was organised  by YOUTH KI AWAAZ and UNICEF  to give a platform to the 
youth to raise their voice about issues that affect them. Using drumming as an art to 

raise awareness,  23 YASH children performed to raise awareness on the Sustainable 
Developmental Goals. Chairing this event was Mr.Kartik	 Lokhande,	 Chief	
Reporter	 of	 Hitavda. A young Advocate of the NINEISMINE Campaign 

named Ram, was given a chance to share his personal story in front of the 
huge audience. Ram shared about the issues that he and his siblings faced 
due to the unavailability of proper toilet facilities in their communities. He 
called for the Right to Toilets for 500 Million Indians who defecate in the 
open. 

One Billion Rising

One Billion Rising is an international campaign to end violence against 
women, which began in the year 2012. Every year around the 14th of February, 

people come together to advocate on this issue. The campaign’s event in Delhi 
provided a platform to the YASH children to advocate for the rights of the child. 

They performed Circus Art and following this,  Aishwarya, the Minister of Gender 
Equality in the Inclusive National Children’s Parliament, spoke about the issue of 

gender discrimination and shared some of the recommendations given by children from 
all over India which were documented in the UPR Report.

Old Age Home Visit

This event was organised by Shades of Happiness (SOH) to give an exposure visit to children of YASH and SOH where they could 
meet old aged citizens of the society and spread some love and happiness to them. Children visited  Help Age India, Mehrauli for 
the same.  The main agenda of this visit was to celebrate Christmas with the elderly of the old age home. The children learnt to be 
sensitive to the needs and happiness of the people around them in the society.

Rang Event

It is a cultural event by Shades of Happiness; conducted  to raise funds which happens annually. In this event, the YASH children 
performed their signature circus art act along with their flash mob recitals. There were other performances as well by other musical 
bands and dance troops. It is an evening marked with joy and happiness. The children got an opportunity to showcase their talents 
in front of a large audience.
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National Conclave of Women Champions for Swachh Bharat Mission

The conclave was organized by the Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation in support of 
UNICEF to celebrate, recognize and honour the efforts of women champions in rural sanitation 
with the aim of sharing best practices across states, encouraging and honouring such efforts 
in parts of the country where women are playing a leadership role in the Swachh Bharat 
Mission. The guest of honour was Sumitra Mahajan, Honourable Speaker of Lok Sabha. 
The YASH children were given a platform to perform a flash mob on the issue of open 
defecation and sanitation during this conclave. 

Chote Ustad

Two children, Ram and Kajal, were invited to the Akashwani radio channel to talk about 
NINEISMINE. Children shared their personal life experiences. Kajal spoke about her 
experience of meeting Priyanka Chopra, the good will Ambassador of UNICEF in 2016, 
whereas Ram spoke about his personal challenges that he faces in his daily life with regard to 
lack of proper water supply and sanitation in his community. 

Aadha Full- A Curtain Raiser

Aadha Full is a serial showcased on Doordarshan National channel. An event was organized for the promotion of this serial. The 
serial is based on the daily life struggles of children from difficult backgrounds where they show how children are fighting their 
own problems and moving ahead in life. The involvement of UNICEF as a partner to Aadha Full was what gave the YASH children 
and PRATYeK the opportunity to be part of this promotional event. 

Blind Walk

Every year Chetanalaya, our partner organization, organises a blind walk. The children 
from PRATYeK actively participate in it. Children were on their unicycles with black 
bands tied on their eyes. This event was conducted to ensure the rights of the visually 
impaired people. Along with their rights, inclusion of the visually impaired in all  
spheres of the society was demanded.  

Swacch Rahagiri

To commemorate World Water Day, on 22nd March 2016, NINEISMINE 
organized some fun activities to promote water and sanitation. We used 
Raahgiri day in CP, to promote sanitation and cleanliness based on the idea of 
the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan initiated by PM Narendra Modi.

All the stalls and games were conducted by teenagers who are part of the 
NINEISMINE campaign under adult supervision and support. The UNICEF and 
Water Aid also collaborated with the NINEISMINE for this event.

Learnings and Challenges:

•  Prepare many children to 
be the spokesperson.

•  Brief them about the 
event and touch base 
about the organisation 
and their role.

Novelty games like Over And Under, Fill The Bottle And Snappy Nappy were 
effectively used to promote the issues. Games stalls like Knocking The Bottles, 
Finding The Key, Ringing The Water Jar also furthered the cause. Snakes And 
Ladders, Musical Toilets and other such games were effectively conducted to 
ensure the participation of the onlookers.

Our interactions led by children, involved the general public in activities that 
spread the message of sanitation and hygiene on the occasion of World Water 

day.

Hon’ble Deputy Chief Minister of Delhi Mr. Manish Sisodia, was the guest of 
honour for the event and he was happy that the children are taking the cause of 

cleanliness and hygiene seriously and making people of Delhi aware about it.

Global Goal Keepers:

Global Goal Keepers was a project implemented in collaboration with Humraah with the support 
of UNICEF. The project ran from 10th April 2016 to 15th June 2016. Through this project, UNICEF 

India along with NINEISMINE and Humraah aimed to create platforms to build on the most vulnerable children’s (last child) 
capacities to access their rights and entitlements with reference to the Global Goals. There is an ongoing discourse on the benefits 
of development reaching out to 80% of the population. Through the Global Goal Keepers campaign,we aimed to reach out to the 
last 20% first – those who are often referred to as the left-out children.This was done through workshops with children on child 
rights and global goals. 

Rights on Track:

Rights on Track was a project designed to acquaint children with the UN Universal Periodic Review. Children were equipped 
with skills and information on this democratic process which enables ordinary citizens to monitor and ensure the delivery of 
human rights at the grassroots. The focus of this project however was to engage children from across the country in this process 
while zeroing on the Convention on the Rights of the Child as the standard. The Global Goals were the framework of their reports 
and their recommendations.

Learnings and Challenges:
•  Ask NGOs organising events to 

give us adequate prior notice.

•  Funding issues and 
reimbursement issues.

•  Keeping afloat the idea of 
collaboration in the light of 
egoistic and brand centred 
environments
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I extend my heartfelt gratitude for showing keen interest in our school. Indeed it is a pleasure 
working with NINEISMINE which is an organisation of the children, by the children, and 
for the children working for basic rights of children. Looking forward for more tie-ups 
with your esteemed organisation. - Indu Sharma, Principal, Jagannath International 
School.

Thanking those who do thankless work is crucial because it sets the bar and establishes 
the tone. Expressing prodigious gratitude from us for your extraordinary efforts and 
endeavours. - Sagrika Jain, Teacher 

Thanks for giving us an opportunity to spread our wings of creativity and making 
us realize our worth. Looking forward for future opportunities to learn and rise with 
Nine is Mine. -Harsh Upreti and Shivam Varshney, students, Jagannath International 
School. 

Learnings and Challenges:
•  Train our child advocates as advocates for 

Gender Justice and sexual inclusivity 

• The timings of these forums need not always 
be at timings suited to children as school 
goers. Many of these forums happen during 
child rights week that is 14th of November 
to the 20th of November

Story Of Change - Vijay Kumar
Vijay Kumar was only a teenager when he joined a group of his Dalit freinds and cycled 300 
kilometres from Chandigarh to New Delhi to seek the fulfilment of the investment call of 9% 
of the GDP from his elected representatives in national parliament. Later in college he went 
across to Geneva as part of a child delegation seeking the acceptance of the recommendations 
made by his peers nation wide in the Universal Periodic Report process of 2012. 10% of all the 
recommendations that were presented to our Indian government were a direct result of this 
interaction. His involvement with NINEISMINE and PRATYeK has influenced Vijay’s career 
choices. He is now part of civil society organisation and later hopes to engage in grass root 
politics for the betterment of marginalized people. He had also led another child delegation to 
Geneva during India’s third Review of Human Rights in 2017. Today he is the Zonal coordina-
tor for the National Children’s Parliaments process. 
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IV. ENABLING 
       PARTICIPATION (House of Kidizens)

So	that	by	2020:

•  PRATYeK facilitates at least 100 vibrant local level and one national level Children’s Parliaments as the means of effectively 
connecting and engaging with the grass-root voices of children.

•  PRATYeK consistently organizes training programs and advocacy platforms, produces resource materials and promotes 
various days, awards, programs and activities for children across India to be skilled and engaged in advocacy and justice.

•  PRATYeK facilitates and organizes immersion experiences for both local and international groups.

•  In the ‘Spirit of Inclusion’, PRATYeK will engage and educate children from both 
privileged sections and marginalized situations while ensuring a favourable bias 
for the excluded.

•  Ensure that children are meaningfully engaged in all democratic forums 
and conversations related to matters and issues affecting them.

Inclusive National Children’s Parliament

A five day workshop with participants from partnering NGOs of 
23 states was organised. The workshop was organised to form an 
Inclusive National Children’s Parliament. In the initial days, young 
citizens from across the country were given information on Child 
Rights, Sustainable Development Goals as well as what, why, and 
how of Neighbourhood Children’s Parliament. These State young 
participants later elected each other as ministers of the 18 SDG goals 
to form a Children’s Parliament. Children gained knowledge about 
Child Rights, SDGs and Neighbourhood Children’s Parliament.

A Whatsapp group has been created for all the child minister’s of the National 
Children’s Parliament.They have the whatsapp meet on every sunday of the week 
and discuss any current issues in the country and try to recommend or give solution 
for the same. Every minister also shares the work that he/she is doing through the state or 
neighbourhood childrens parliament in their own localities.

Parliamentarians for children for the Sustainable Development Goals for Children:

In this event organized by the UNICEF, Parliamentarians from various countries were invited for this conference where the panel 
discussion continued for 2 days. The experts in the field had a discussion around different SDG’s. 28 members from the YASH 
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Children Parliament were invited to present a mime 
on the issue of SDGs. Children were able to gain 
different perspectives on Sustainable Development 
Goals and also showcase their skills. Child Welfare 
Ministers from Guwahati, Esme and Children 
Parliament’s Prime Minister, Swaranalakshmi spoke 
on the issue of inclusive education for all. Children 
were appreciated by all and congratulated for the 
wonderful work they were doing.

Global Citizen’s Event:

Global Citizen’s is an international level concert where they 
promote the Sustainable Development Goals. This is done by 
inviting a lot of celebrities (who would give-in the idea of the 
themes that are chosen around SDGs) who advocate and promote 
the same. Tickets were earned through action points that are awarded 
by the organizing team of the Global Concert. Souran and Aishwariya, our 
young advocates of YASH Children’s Parliament were part of this concert where 
Coldplay performed as they were the ministers of Global Partnership and Gender Equality 
which was also the theme of the Global Citizen Concert 2016. 

This was an exposure to our YASH children where they could see big celebrities advocating for  similar goals at global level which 
our YASH Ministers are fighting for in their local communities 

Geneva visit:

The children of India, went through a rigorous process called ‘Global Goal Keepers’ designed by the NINEISMINE, campaign, to 
formulate the UPR report for India along with recommendations by ourselves, for ourselves to lobby for the recommendations 
with the representatives of the Permanent Missions  namely UK, Canada  etc. at the United Nations Office, Geneva. Five people 
were chosen to visit Geneva during the sessions of the Pre-UPR held from 3 - 7 April, 2017. Two children, Swarnalakshmi who is 
visually impaired and Esme L. Hrangkhwal, hearing and verbal impaired led the group. The three adult delegates were Sr. Mary 
Colaco D.H.M., Sr. Sini Antony M.S.M.H.C., and Mr. Vijay Kumar (Manav Vikas Samiti) Simla Chandigarh Diocese Society, 
who was the ‘child’ representative 4 years ago, at the last UPR of India. The ERI Brothers hosted and facilitated the meetings with 
the Permanent Missions, Child Connect and other key stakeholders. 

The Permanent Missions representatives were impressed with the initiative and took interest in receiving our reports. Some of 
them asked questions and were very encouraging in their comments and remarks.

This gave great encouragement and strengthened the resolve of the young advocates campaigning to bring about change in our 
Government policies towards children through the U.N. mechanisms.

Story of Change: - SHWETA*

At an early age, Shweta learnt that boys have all the advantages; therefore she cut her hair and dressed up as a boy and that’s what 

she identifies herself as ever since. 

PRATYeK has helped address problems she was facing at home and has helped her continue her studies. Being with other children 

and the staff at PRATYeK has given her a new attitude to problems. She now has the opportunity to a better life. She is the Gender 

Equity Minister of NINEISMINE’s National Children Parliament and has effectively advocated at levels ranging from her own 

home and community through state and national levels to the international level seeking   gender education in schools, the proper 

implementation of the ban on child marriage and the annulment of all child marriages.

*name changed

Learnings and Challenges : 

• One assigned staff to follow up with these 
ministers. 

• We lost a wonderful opportunity to engage 
in a detailed advocacy engagement with the 
organizers

• Event centered and lack of follow-up in the 
light of low funding

• Lack of a staff member assigned to the task of 
collaboration and not an intern or volunteer 
as in the case right now.
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(beyond borders)

So	that	by	2020:
•  PRATYeK organizes delegations, interactions with policy-makers, workshops, official- correspondence, reviews of child-

rights and child centered policies other tools like manifestowriting and UPR reporting as mediums of influence.

•  PRATYeK creates and publishes resources and materials that will facilitate interactions with policy makers and all 
stakeholders, advocacy and understanding in justice.

•  PRATYeK engages a professional team of researchers as well as social-advocates to dialogue impactfully with policy-makers.

Lobbying with Embassies:
The children of NINEISMINE engaged with the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) in this year. The UPR is a process through 
which each country undergoes a review of the status of human rights in their country. This review happens every 5 years and it is 
conducted by other countries (peer review). Although civil society organisations cannot play an active role in this review, it does 
have the option to send in a shadow report to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights.

India was up for its review in May 2017 and therefore, the NINEISMINE campaign sent in a joint shadow report along with Edmund 
Rice International and the Franciscans International. This report drew attention to the status of the Sustainable Development Goals 
in India. It also had a set of recommendations which were sourced from children all over India through a series of workshops 
called the Global Goalkeepers.

The participation of civil society does not end here and therefore the children of NINEISMINE were then involved in lobbying 
with Embassies and Consulate Generals asking them to take up the issues of the children of India at the UPR forum at the 
United Nations in Geneva. We visited many Embassies like Embassy of Pakistan, Canada, Slovenia, Azerbaijan, Gambia, Uruguay, 
Ireland, Austria, Ethiopia, Togo, Guinea, Seychelles, Australian High Commission, Consul General of France in Mumbai, Consul 
General of the US in Kolkata, UN Women, UN Resident Coordinator’s Office, World Health Organization (WHO), UNESCO and 
Maldives. Four children each from a partner NGO and a school presented the UPR reports to the envoys and read aloud their 
demands. The embassies were very receptive and paid attention to the children. 

Collaboration with Edmund Rice International (ERI): 
PRATYeK is the social justice arm of Edmund Rice International in India. Through 

ERI, PRATYeK has done  commendable work at the United Nations in Geneva. 
Some of the major platforms have been the UPR Report submission in 2012 

and the recent one in 2016, CRC review, advocacy alongside ERI with 
permanent missions based in Geneva, SDG launch and review in New 

York, ERI advocacy trainings in Geneva.

To further this partnership and to ensure constant support and 
collaboration, monthly Skype calls are being held to update them 
about our work. Through the ERI, PRATYeK represents India and 
all the other networks of India at a monthly video conferencing 
platform, EREBB (Edmund Rice Education Beyond Borders). 
EREBB is a platform where school and other ERI leaders connect 
from different parts of the world like Australia, Ireland, Kenya, 
USA etc. This video conference happens through Blujeans app 
and is on every last Monday of the month. The network supports 

V. ENGAGING 
    POWER
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and collaborates on various platforms to uphold the call of the ERI to liberate people from the clutches of poverty and to ensure 
everyone has their due rights. 

Immersions with International ERI Schools and Individuals:
Immersions are very crucial part of this partnership. EREBB and ERI schools have also contributed towards the Drum out poverty 
day celebrations of the NINEISMINE campaign. The schools come for an exchange program and interact with students, learning 
about their life and their struggles. They take back them a very strong advocacy component and the knowledge of the SDGs. 

Some of the schools like IONA College that came in January, went back and started a program on the SDGs 
in their school. 

PRATYeK also organised a get together with the homeless at St. Columba’s and connected 
with our partners on EREBB video call from different parts of the world along with 

homeless in their community to mark the homelessness awareness day on 2nd 
December and to listen to their stories. This was basically organised by West court 

Center to do some advocacy around the homeless in Ireland. The name of the event 
was ‘Still Somebody’. Over the past few years, we have had more than 15 schools 
visiting us. In 2016, Young adults from St. Aidan’s Academy England, All Saints’ 
College, Australia, Saint Peter’s College, New Zealand, Restrover College and 
Iona College, New York have collaborated with us to learn more about Indian 
culture and life style. The program includes orientation to NINEISMINE, slum 
to the mall walk, exposure to Delhi Government schools, Spoken English and 
Circus Art performance by YASH Children     

We also get individual volunteers who came for a day or two or at times for 
longer durations to interact with children. Andreas Ceska from Vienna, Austria 

is one partner who visits every year to train our children in the art of advocacy 
through different mediums of art like circus art and mime. Lynne Moten from 

Australia is our another devoted and regular volunteer. She comes to India to work 
with children and help them with their studies and communication skill enhancement. 

Dum Dum-IONA Fete:
During the IONA	college’s	 visit	 from	New	York in January 2016, children from St.	Mary’s	

Dum Dum, Kolkata organised a fete around the Sustainable Development Goals. The fete had SDG 
based games which were designed during the workshops and were conducted to train children and IONA 

college students on child rights and SDGs. As part of their visit, students from IONA and some school children from St.	Mary’s	
and	St.	Joseph’s were taken to the US Consulate in Kolkata to interact with Ms.Dittmar, the Consulate’s chief officer. Children 
raised various issues and she ensured her support to the campaign. 

EREBB Congress:
All the Edmund Rice International schools gathered at Kolkata under the umbrella of Edmund Rice Education Beyond Borders. 
They discussed their collaborative efforts for the future. Br. Steve addressed the gathering, sharing the work of PRATYeK and 
NINEISMINE. The group was quite happy and impressed to hear about the work. Stalls were put up by different countries and 
India also had it’s stall put up under the banner of PRATYeK. 

DRUM OUT POVERTY GLOBAL ERI:
The drum out poverty day is celebrated every year as the UN End Poverty day on 17th October. Every year we collaborate with our 
international network of Edmund Rice International schools and other institutions working on issues of social justice, especially 
child rights. A theme is chosen for the schools to work. Last year the theme chosen was on Sustainable Development goals. 
Our volunteers extended their support in engaging our international network. We asked the schools and our other international 
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network were asked to prepare a short video of children using djembe instruments to show their support for a cause like child 
rights, rights of refugees, rights of the homeless etc. We received immense support from our partners.

The activity has its own challenges. Due to support coming from our international network, our timings never match. Schools 
have their own academic calendar which does not match with other schools. Therefore, the learning has been that we discuss and 
choose a timeline to start preparing for the day well in advance so that all schools have enough time to contribute to the program.

NINEISMINE at CATS (Children as Actors for Transforming Society):
CATS is an interactive 7-day yearly event organised by the CAUX-IofC Foundation, Initiatives of Change, France and some 
other organisations. The CATS Forum takes place at the Caux Palace every year. This unique event provides a space where children, 
young people and adults from all over the world can work together. The goal of CATS is to make children’s participation a reality 
everywhere, and to support people, organisations and countries in finding the best ways to listen to children and involve them in 
decisions that affect them.

CATS is a platform where children from the age of 2 to elders who are even 90 and above are encouraged to attend. Similarly at 
PRATYeK, we are trying to involve children below the age of 12 years where they can equally practice their Right to Participate 
in matters that affect them and their upbringing. The reason for PRATYeK to attend the CATS Forum was to gain information 
and knowledge on how to create an environment for the younger children to participate in various platforms and work together 
to create a better society.

CATS Forum is starting CATS India from 2018 September. This conference will take place in Panchgini (a hill station) at Asia 
Plateau, near Pune in Maharashtra. Therefore, CATS Forum wants to create a core team for the CATS India Project. The issue that 
they would like to highlight in the first CATS India Conference is on Safety of Children, which is exactly what PRATYeK focuses 
on.

Story of Change:
Andreas Ceska is our partner in Vienna. His organisation Theatre for Education 
works with children to strengthen voices  through various art mediums 
including circus art and mime. We have been working together since 
2013. It was because of our collaborative efforts that our partnership 
under the banner of ‘Art for Change’ Project won us an Intercultural 
Achievement Award from the Austrian Cultural Forum. This is what 
Andreas has to say about his partnership with us:

“I have been associated with NINEISMINE since 2011 and with 
PRATYeK since the organisation was founded in 2013.

NINEISMINE and PRATYeK are dependable, solid and 
trustworthy  project partners in India since 7 years with our 
Austrian Organisation,”Theatre For Education”. The impacts and 
experiences are huge, when you work together between different 
continents for a long time. As an individual, this collaboration 
taught me a thousand things about India- its culture, social life, and 
widened my European horizon enormously.

Yes, the artistic work in India over many years with children from the 
Delhi slums has changed my perspectives profoundly. No other project 
or work before has brought me so close to life. The children in India taught 
me a much deeper and more profound understanding about humanity and 
this process is still going on.”
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Mumbai:
As part of the On the Safe Side Project in Maharashtra (2016), we 
formed a total of 6 children’s leadership groups in four districts 
of Maharashtra such as Jalna, Yavatmal, Raigad and Mumbai.                                    
In Raigad, we have one group in a tribal community  and 
in Mumbai, we have one group run by an NGO. In Jalna,  
SACRED, in Yavatmal  ‘Jan Seva Pratisthan’, in Raigad 
‘Centre for Social Action’ and in Mumbai  ‘Prerana’. 
With each of these children’s groups, we conducted 
workshops on art, dance and advocacy. The art and 
dance workshops were mediums of expressions for 
the children to begin talking about violence and safety 
concerns.  Although the workshop dealt with serious 
and important issues, the resource persons ensured 
that most of it was done through child friendly activ-
ities such as simulation game, storytelling, dance and 
art.

A trial workshop was organised for children in Mumbai 
in September 2016 on the three mediums of expression 
- Art, Dance and Advocacy. Participants were from the or-
ganisations Yuva, Aarambh, Prerana and Doorstep School. 

Shillong:
Our office branch in Shillong largely partnered with Bethany Society on Children’s Parliament. It also provided 
our international volunteers a platform to experience children’s parliament. One of our volunteers even collated a 
resource book on Community Engagement. Br. Edwin D’souza, our administrator, managed the operations of this 
office. 

OUR WORK IN MUMBAI 
AND SHILLONG:
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RAISE-Northeast:
Regional Action For Inclusive Education in the North East. This project is being 
implemented in five states – Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura, Manipur and Nagaland. It 
works with Sarv Siksha Abhiyan schools in 5 states and 15 districts to promote 
inclusive education with a specific agenda to include children with disability in 
the mainstream education set-up in Sarv Siksha Abhiyan Schools. It started 
its collaboration with NINEISMINE (PRATYeK) from September 2016. 

Some of the key Activities undertaken during this 
collaboration:
We had 14 working group III sessions under PRATYeK’s guidance. 
The team was responsible in developing monitoring tools for the 
advocacy under his guidance. Developing campaigns at grassroots 
level as well as online campaign to make SSA schools accessible 
for children with disability. This collaboration has helped them to 
strengthen their policies and design powerful campaigns to meet 
their goals. 

Launch of the UNICEF guidebook ‘ Making 
Schools Accessible to Children with Disabilities’:
Thanks to its valuable experience in the field of child rights PRATYeK 
was invited to contribute towards the launch of this guidebook. The event 
was graced by J. P Nadda, Hon’rable Health Minister. We extended this 
invitation to our NINEISMINE network and partnered with CBM, Kolkata. 
Mr.Yashwant  Karketta, a 15 year old youth  and with visual disability, spoke 
on inclusive schools and his experience with regard to the same. He shared that 
children with disability do not need sympathy.They just want to be accepted for who 
they are. He also suggested that schools need to devise a sensitisation program for teachers 
to include children with disability in the mainstream educational set-up. 

NINEISMINE Flag at the Antarctic Pole: 
Pradeep Karuturi, a social worker, was chosen to go for an international Antarctic Expedition to engage and inspire the next 
generation of leaders to take responsibility to build resilient and sustainable  communities. He heard about the work of PRATYeK 
and NINEISMINE and chose to partner with us. During his expedition he visited our school, Cardinel Newman, in Buenos Aires 
in Argentina and spoke to the students about the alarming consequences of climate change. He then went to Antarctica and shared 
with the international community about climate situation in India and about our work. 

COLLABORATION WITH 
OTHER ORGANISATIONS:
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All the staff members were taken to Chandigarh for a staff training program on advocacy and child rights with a major focus 
on child safeguarding. The workshop took place in the first week of April. This workshop also focused on one very important 
component of team building. The workshops began with a session on spirituality to become one with ourselves before we began 
our journey of gaining knowledge on our subject. We then moved on to knowing each other and developing a spirit of oneness. 
Later, the sessions focused on understanding of RBM(Rights Based Management), Monitoring and Evaluation, understanding 
The development sector and the concept of change. With all this knowledge in hand, all of us were helped in developing our own 
individual program plans. The sessions were quite enriching as some of the core areas and learnings were addressed in these 
workshops. 

There were sessions organised with experts like Mr.Khilesh Chaturvedi, Mrs.Vanadana, Br. Steve and others helping us with the 
more deeper understanding of child rights, the work that we do, monitoring and evaluation. These trainings were also conducted  
to carry out an organisational review. 

During the month of October, two of our staff members - Denzil and Astha, were chosen to go to Geneva for a training on Advocacy 
and Human Rights. Nine members of the Edmund Rice Network – from Argentina, Australia, Ghana, Kenya, India, Ireland and 
Zimbabwe – took part in the program. They had the opportunity to meet and learn from leading human rights defenders and 
observe UPR and Treaty Body sessions at the Palais Des Nations. Everyone who took part gained a greater understanding of core 
UN treaties, UN processes and importantly, what we can do to protect, promote and defend human rights. They attended two live 
UPR reviews of South Sudan and Timor-Leste. They also got to visit the Red Cross Museum. The training made them experts in 
their respective fields and especially helped them in becoming truly a human rights defender.

MEDIA AND 
COMMUNICATIONS

Ø  The Communications department’s work entails the management 
of social media platforms where PRATYeK engages with its 
online audience. The creation of substantial content to portray the 

work of the organization is an important part of this work. The 
Communications Department is also responsible for documenting 
all PRATYeK events and work towards establishing an online 
identity of the organization in the field of child rights. Online/
Offline Campaigns, Networking, Advocacy, Fund Raising are all 
parts of this.

Ø Bottle Flip for Climate Change was a campaign launched 
by UNICEF to spread awareness about climate change. 
PRATYeK joined in the movement by creating its own 
#FlipClimateChange videos with children of NINEISMINE, 

which reached approximately 10,000 people. The idea of the 
movement was to use a globally trending phenomenon of bottle 

flipping as a way to create a discussion about global warming. The 
culmination of the campaign was a post about Earth Hour, which 

reached out to 1,229 people. 

Ø To enhance the discussion about child rights and the state of children 
in the country, a segment called “Children in News” was  initiated on our 

Facebook Page. Every week, we update our audience about news related to 
children.

STAFF DEVELOPMENT 
PROGRAMS:
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Ø One Billion Rising is the biggest mass action to end violence against women in human history. 
Every year since 2012, people across the world came together to express their outrage, strike, 
dance, and rise in defiance of the injustices women suffer, demanding an end to violence 
against women. Children from NINEISMINE performed during a mass gathering at 
Delhi during this year’s event, and it was covered LIVE on Facebook.

PUBLICATIONS
Tell Tale Signs
Along with the UNICEF and NINEISMINE,  PRATYeK created a document of real 
children, facing real issues and providing recommendations for change. The book 
is replete with portraits of children and their lives and gives the reader a peek into 
their lives and thoughts. This compilation was a result of 41 local consultations held 
with children across every state and union territory of the country in the lead up to 
the children’s submission to the Office of the High Commission on Human Rights at 
Geneva as part of India’s Universal Periodic Review (U.P.R.) on Human Rights to be held 
in May 2017. The process for each consultation included awareness on the goals through 
child friendly activities like Dumb Charades, Pictionary, Hangman and Antakshari. Later, the 
students were invited to familiarize themselves the United Nations Convention Of Rights Of 
Child through enactment of the child-rights through a body freeze. Finally,children huddled in 
groups to recount stories of child rights and earth rights abuses, particularly those associated with the 
Sustainable Development Goals. This stage culminated in them making recommendations to the Government 
of India as part of the UPR submission.

UPR Submission
Edmund Rice International and Francisan’s International with their United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) 
status made this submission based on the work of PRATYeK’s partners on the ground in India, through multiple groups of 
children linked with child rights organizations and schools associated with the NINEISMINE campaign. 
O v e r 40 consultations held with the young adolescents on Sustainable Development 

Goals, the UN convention on the Rights of the Child and Universal Periodic 
Review. Over 2000 children were a part of the process, their experiences 

and recommendations are included in this submission. The submission 
creatively linked Child Rights with each of the Sustainable 

Development Goals while including children’s personal stories, 
articles from the constitutions, elements of the BJP (ruling party) 

general election manifesto, national statistics, and children’s 
own recommendations.

Play it Safe
In 2015, PRATYeK which convenes the NINEISMINE 
Campaign, the organization Mumbai Smiles along with the 
UNICEF (Maharashtra) conducted an Opinion Poll and 
gathered the opinions of about 5000 children across 8 districts 

of Maharashtra on the issue of violence experienced and 
witnessed by children. Play It Safe, collated the views of children 

on the kinds of violence and abuse – physical, psychological, 
economic, sexual and neglect – that they faced each day. It also 

shed light on the people who subject children to such violence 
while suggesting a way forward. The report also highlighted various 

recommendations that were sourced from the opinions of the children.
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FINANCIAL REPORT
PRATYeK
RECEIPT	AND	PAYMENTS	ACCOUNT	FOR	THE	YEAR	ENDED	31ST	MARCH	2017

Receipts   Amount	(Rs)	 Payments   Amount	(Rs)	

Opening Balances     Revenue Expenses    

Balance at Bank  76,240.66   Training & Workshops  623,014.00  

Cash in Hand  54,293.00   Yash Programme Expenses  321,657.00  

TDS Recoverable - F.Y. 
2015-16  92,891.00   Salary & Allowances  1,260,438.00  

TDS Recoverable - F.Y. 
2016-17  164,913.00   Telephone & Communication  101,147.00  

TDS Payable  (5,880.00)   Local Travel  83,952.00  

Programme Advances/ 
Expenses payable  360,000.00  742,457.66 Travel expenses  136,041.00  

      Bank Charges  1,047.88  

      Staff Welfare  57,133.00  

      Repair & Maintenance  86,582.00  

    Office Rent  216,000.00  

Receipts     Accountancy & Consultancy Charges  120,000.00  

Donations & 
Contributions  2,967,721.00   Printing, Stationary & Xerox  49,280.00  

Caritas India  100,000.00   Office Expenses  48,590.00  

UNICEF Grant  11,168,661.00  14,236,382.00 Misc Expenses  8,078.00  

      Audit Fee  51,525.00  3,164,484.88 

Interest Income        

Interest on Savings 
Account  77,127.00        

Interest on IT Refund  4,179.00  81,306.00 UNICEF Project - Rights on Track    

    On the Safe Side - Setting up of 
Children’s Parliaments at 4 Locations  483,816.00  

    Special UPR Session in New Delhi  2,654,973.00  

    UPR HaqkiShor Event in August - 100 
participants  414,714.00  
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      HaqkiShor (Maharashtra, Rajasthan, 
North East, Tamil Nadu, West Bengal)  358,426.00  

      Lobbying  227,879.00  

     
Art, Dance & Advocacy Workshops  - 
120 Children + 10 Team Members 
Participants

 1,097,139.00  

      Child Rights Day  349,100.00  

      Human Resources  3,562,000.00  

      Other Expenses  965,614.00  10,113,661.00 

           

 
    UNGA Participation  319,976.00  319,976.00 

           

      Grant Refund to UNICEF  1,055,000.00  1,055,000.00 

           

      Capital Expenses    

      Computers  103,400.00  

      Office Equipments  12,000.00  115,400.00 

         

      Closing Balances    

      Axis Bank A/c  211,648.00  

      HDFC Bank A/c  122,381.78  

      The Nainital Bank A/c  2,023.00  

      Cash in Hand  27,170.00  

      TDS Payable  (40,092.00)  

      TDS Recoverable F.Y. 2014-15  164,913.00  

      Rent Security  60,000.00  

      Programme Advances / Expenses 
Payable  (256,420.00)  291,623.78 

     15,060,145.66      15,060,145.66 
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81,000
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Donorwise Breakup
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PRATYeK TREE

GOVERNING BODY MEMBERS
Ralph Sequeria (President)
Augustine Jairaj (V.President)
Steve Dom Rocha (Executive Director)
Edwin D’Souza (Treasurer)
Conrad D’Souza (Member)
David Ryan Silva (Member)
Joaquim Anthony Johnson (Member)
Sameer Ferraro (Member)
Stanley Gerard Alvarez (Member)
Gordon Theodore Gale (Member)
Mark DaCosta (Member)

ADVISORY MEMBERS

Br. Ralph Sequeira (PLT Member, Development officer)

Br. Augustine Jairaj (Deputy Provincial)

Br. Steve Dom Rocha (Director and social worker)

Br. Edwin D’Souza (Administrator)

Br. Joaquim Johnson (PLT Member)

Renuka Singh (Lawyer)  

Ranjit Walia (Lawyer)

Vandana Bedi (Disability consultant)

Khilesh Chaturvedi (NGO consultant)

Enakshi Ganguli (Child Rights Activist)

Br. Simon Coelho (Child Rights Lawyer)

Anne Koshi (Principal Education)

Br. E.V. Miranda (Principal SCS)

TEAM MEMBERS
Steve Dom Rocha (Executive Director)
Edwin D’Souza (Administrator)
Seema Terangpi (Administrative Coordinator)
Astha Pando (Public Relations Coordinator)
Denzil Basil Raj (Event Coordinator)
Yogita Gola (YASH Officer)
Premika Kujur (Networks Officer)
Suresh Khadiya (Accounts Officer)

37 PRATYeK Annual Report 16-17



Anish John

Augustine Jairaj

Edwin D’Souza

Edwin Fernandes

E V Miranda

Joaquim A Johnson

Micheal Robert Beddoe

Ralph Sequeira

Steve Dom Rocha

Goethal’s Memorial School

St. Edmund’s Sr. Sec School

St. John’s HS

St. Joseph’s College

St. Mary’s School

St. Patrick’s H. School

St. Vincent’s H. School

St Augustine’s School

St. Columba’s School

St. George’s School

St. Mary’s Orphanage

St. Patrick’s Poor Boys

ALF Engineering (P) Ltd.

Ankita Desai

Sunita Desai

Iris Frederick

Naresh Chopra

Rani Andrews

Renu Messy

Sangita Chandra

Ajay Sharma

Amani David

Amarpreet Singh Nanda

Anil Kumar

Anju

Bhupendra Kushwaha

Caritas India

Chirangi Lal Kumawat

Grace David

Henrietta Oswald D’Souza

Innovation Entertainment

Khajan Chandra Upadhyay

Lionel Raphael D’Souza

Loncy Diago Colaco

Manas Ranjan Pradhan

Manoj Kumar

Mohinder Pal

Nayan Gupta

Neena Thomas

Nipun Shukla

Parvesh

Poonam Munjal

Poorvi Malhotra

Raymond Tigga

Romila O’Conner

Shamine BijuThampy

Siddhartha Singh

Soumya Ranjan Mohanty

Suman Bisht

UNICEF Delhi

Vikram Kushwaha

Vipin Kumar

YATRI

List of Contributors
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Andhra Pradesh Peoples Action For Rural Awakening (PARA)

Andhra Pradesh CRAF

Andhra Pradesh Lakshmi Milayam

Andhra Pradesh Amanvedika Rainbow Home

Andhra Pradesh Sravantu

Andhra Pradesh EPH (Partha Residential)

Arunachal Pradesh Oju Mission

Arunachal Pradesh Don Bosco Youth Centre

Assam Human Empowerment and Development Centre

Assam Snehalaya

Bihar Charm

Bihar Bridge of Hope

Bihar Centre For Social Equity and Inclusion

Chandhigarh Manav Vikas Samiti

Chhattisgarh Shikar Yuva Manch

Chhattisgarh Mahila Kalyan Samiti

Chhattisgarh Bridge of Hope

Chhattisgarh Jai Rohidas Mahila Kalyan Samiti

Chhattisgarh Khoja Evam Jan Jagriti Samiti

Dadra and Nagar Haveli Caruna hild Development Centre

Dadra and Nagar Haveli Navjeevan seva Mandal

Gujarat Shaisav 

Gujarat Anmol Trust

Gujarat See Trust

Gujarat Holistic Child Development India

Gujarat Jatan Samarthan Kendra

Goa  

Haryana Bethany Social Service Society 

Haryana Chetanalaya

Himachal Pradesh Sankalp

Himachal Pradesh Believers Church

Himachal Pradesh People’s Actions For People In Need (PAPN)

Jammu and Kashmir Koshish

Jammu and Kashmir Sangarsh

List of NGO Partners
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Jammu and Kashmir Jagriti Youth Club

Jarkhand Samarpan

Jarkhand Jarkhand Sanskritik Rang Manch

Jarkhand Majestrate Voluntary Organisation

Jarkhand Dalit Vikas Parishad

Jharkhand Leads

Karnataka World Vision

Karnataka Radiant Life

Karnataka Oasis

Karnataka Don Bosco Yar

Kerala Thiruvananthanpuram Social Service Society

Madhya Pradesh Sarokar

Madhya Pradesh Samyak Siksha Avam Manviya Vikas Sanstha

Madhya Pradesh Synergy Sansthan

Madhya Pradesh Dalit Sang

Madhya Pradesh CSS Foundation

Madhya Pradesh Aarambh

Maharashtra Amardeep

Maharashtra People’s Action for People in Need

Maharashtra YUVA Rural Assosiation

Maharashtra Sarva Vikas Deep

Maharashtra Bigger Than Life

Maharashtra Centre For Social Action (CSA)

Manipur Big Sister’s League

Manipur Mega Manipur

Manipur Kids Foundation

Manipur Children’s Vision

Manipur Unicam

Manipur Visas Resonance 

Manipur Human Rights Alert

Meghalaya Ferrando Speech & Hearing Centre

Meghalaya Bethany Society Shillong

Mizoram ZEP 

Mizoram Magic Bus

Nagaland Radiant Shelter Home
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Nagaland Bharat Sevasharam Sangha

Nagaland Community Education Centre Society

Nagaland Assisi Centre for Integrated Development

Nagaland Prodigalz Home

Orissa Sahiyog

Orissa Rope

Pondicherry Samugam

Pondicherry Neighbourhood Community Network (NCN)

Punjab Shimla Chandigarh Diocese Society

Punjab Manav Vikas Samiti

Rajasthan Save The Children

Rajasthan Komal Bal Mahila Sanstha

Rajasthan Shiv Shiksha Samiti

Rajasthan Society for Sustainable Development

Rajasthan Social Work and Enviorment for Rural Advancement

Rajasthan Ragvi Vikash Eavam Parakhisan Sansthan

Rajasthan Nai Udaan Children’s Group

Rajasthan New Tagore Sikshan Sansthan

Rajasthan Cahumuki Gramin

Rajasthan Savwera Sanstha

Rajasthan Vasundhara Seva Samiti

Sikkim Being Free NGO

Tamil Nadu Neighbourhood Community Network

Tamil Nadu Tamil Nadu Social Service Society (TASOSS)

Tripura People’s Watch

Tripura Ferrando Rehabilitation Centre

Tripura Voluntary Helath Association

Tripura Udaipur Bignan O Sanskriti Manch

Telegana My Choice Foundation

Telegana Mamidipudi Venkatarangaiya Foundation (MVF)

Telegana APSA, Rainbow Home

Telegana Kailasagiri

Telegana Light House

Telegana Bosco Seva Kendra (BSK)
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Telegana Cova

Uttarakhand World Vision

Uttrakhand Dr. Ambedkar Samajik Kalyan

Uttrakhand Uttrakhand Jan Carvan Manch

Uttrakhand Jandesh

Uttar Pradesh Shivaji Mission Society

Uttar Pradesh Shanti Darshani

Uttar Pradesh Samarth Foundation

Uttar Pradesh People’s Action for National Integration

Uttar Pradesh Samaj Seva Sansthan

Uttar Pradesh Gramin Puna Nirman Sansthan

Uttar Pradesh Samudiak Kalyan Avam Vikas Sansthan

Uttar Pradesh Social Action And Research Centre

West Bengal Prerna Educational Centre

West Bengal Sanlaap

West Bengal Bal Suraksha Abhiyan Trust (BSA)

Andaman & Nicobar Butterflies

Delhi Shades of Happiness

Delhi Chetanalaya

Delhi Artha Astha

Delhi Abhas Foundation

Delhi Dalit Bahujan Shramik Union

Delhi Sahyog Foundation Avam Manviya 

Delhi Indian Allliance For Child Rights

Delhi Hamraah Foundation 

Delhi Centre For Legislative Resarch And Advocacy

Delhi Chintan 

Delhi Jamghat

Delhi Kutumb Foundation

Delhi Society For All Around Development (Sard)

Delhi Aman Biradri

Delhi Youth Alliance

Delhi Prabhatara

42PRATYeK Annual Report 16-17



Delhi Deepti Foundation

Delhi Deep Kiran Trekking & Cultul Assosiate

Delhi Sangat

Delhi Bal Umang Drishya Sanstha

Delhi Don Bosco National Forum For The Young At Risk

Delhi Centre For Social Dignity

Delhi Nav Srishti

Delhi Bal Vikas Dhara

Delhi Josh

Delhi International Presentation Association (IPA)

Delhi Hamari Umeed

Delhi The Youth Parliament Foundation

Delhi Baliya trust

Delhi Sarvbham yuva shakti

Delhi HAQ Centre for Child Rights

Delhi Our Lady Of The Garden

Delhi Kathputli
 
 
 
 

Other civil society organisations and institutions that have participated 
in other activities, have been marked in bold in the main body of this 
Annual report. 
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Instagram/Facebook/Twitter: @9ism9
Facebook: @ePRATYeK

Edmund Rice Hall Basement 
1, Ashok Place, Bhai Vir Singh Marg, New Delhi -110001
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